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	TRANS-ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE
Introduction
Trans-Atlantic slave trade appears to be among the largest long-distance slave trade, which integrated the forced movement of people from Africa to work in European plantations. Whether as part of organizers or victims of the slave trade, Africans had a significant influence in the Trans-Atlantic slave trade revolt that took place between 1500 and 1850. Indigenous merchants during the slavery period maintained the control and thus had the responsibility of determining the magnitude as well as the marginal distribution of the slave shipments from the African Coastal beaches (LDHI, 2018). However, due to the forced labor unfavorable working conditions, it was impossible for the slaves to be able to deal with the hardships and thus leading to their revolt. Slaves began to oppose the Trans-Atlantic slavery at the very beginning. Struggle front that they took was multifaceted and took place in almost four continents and over four countries. Due to the underestimation that European merchants had over aggressive African response, African attacks and they motives were only reported by European sources when it was already apparent that Africans were conducting assaults on ships and barracoons, furthermore the acts of resistance took place far away from the coast and thus did not catch the slaver’s attention. The objective of this paper is to undertake a critical analysis of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade as it helped end an act of trampling the rights of human beings as they were held captive and denied freedom. Many Africans about 8 to 10 million were bought and taken as slaves by the European traders between 1450 and 1870, who were taken through the Atlantic Ocean to work on the European farms and America hence the origin of the name transatlantic slave trade. Slavery greatly affected families as men, women and children were expected to work their whole lives without freedom and with little rest.

Trans-Atlantic Slave Revolt
From the 16th century to the late 19th century, it is estimated that over 12million individuals including African men, women, and children were enslaved. Slaves were later on transported to America to aid in the provision of labor; slaves were bought and sold by Europeans and European-American slaveholders as chattel property that would perform physical work, in farms and other work that involved labor. Therefore, the implication here is that the Trans-Atlantic slave trade was multifaceted as it was conducted between West and Central Africa, North and South America as well as Western Europe. Therefore there was an economic value with regards to slave trade and merchants were making a fortune from the slave trade. For instance, in African ports, the Europeans would exchange guns, metals. Cloths and ammunitions for slaves who were brought to the coast from the interior of Africa, which was an activity undertaken by African merchants. After striking exchange deals, the Europeans would the go ahead and hold the enslaved Africans who had survived in fortified slave castles to prevent their escape as they await ships that would enhance their passage across the Atlantic.
Defensive Strategies
There were a variety of strategies that were used by Africans to prevent their abduction and later on being sold to slavery. One of the most significant acts that were used by the Africans was the ability to guard cities with thick walls to keep away merchants. Apart from the armed struggle, therefore, the slaves engaged in long-term approaches that would ensure that they curb kidnappings, and some of the small earthworks were diverting rivers so that ships would reach near settlements. Often communities had to leave their vulnerable arrangements in places where they could easily defend themselves for instance hills, mountains and even underground tunnels were used as hiding places.
Revolt of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade was fought in three different places. First and foremost there was an armed struggle in Africa and the Middle Passage, Uprisings and Maroons in the Americas and finally rebellion in Saint-Domingue. To begin with, the revolt in Africa and the Middle Passage during the 18th-century slaves attacked the Fort Saint-Joseph on the Senegal River thus interrupting the commercial activities for over six years. Many of the slavers especially from the West maintained occult centers in the barracoons and used them as means of taming any acts of deviance among the slaves. Revolts were not standard on slave ships, and many Africans died as they were trying to engage with their slavers, this further resulted into additional costs to the slavers, as there was a need to increase weaponry and other items that would be used to suppress revolts. Uprising and Maroons were some of how Africans engaged in intimidating their slavers. Some of the Africans involved in, some ways were non-violent for instance causing sabotage, poisoning or running away.
The impacts of the slave revolt had so many social as well as economic consequences. First and Foremost, economically the Trans-Atlantic slave trade hindered the African potential for growth. Often. The Trans-Atlantic trade mainly benefited Western Nations as compared to African nations. A significant number of western populations helped, due to the industrial revolution that was taking place and thus the Slave Trade enhanced an easy acquisition of materials from the neighboring African countries.
Furthermore, this lucrative trade resulted into the rise of aristocracies in the African nation. Aristocracies were mainly African countries were primarily the merchants as they rose into immense power because of the cruelty that they subjected the slaves on. Therefore, in Europe, there was an adverse economic impact in the country as slaves were used to providing cheap labor for the European plantations, and thus the revolt would mean a reduction in the agricultural productivity in Europe and the Americas.
The slave trade also had adverse impacts on African countries. In West-Africa for instance, revolt gave rise to an uprising between Africans themselves. This is so because of the rivalry that arose between the Africans and their masters. This, therefore, implies that
Slave trade discouraged state building in African nations while at the same time encouraged slave raiding. This means that there was the capture of slaves from sale and thus limiting the catch of land and the cultivation of citizens for taxation. Therefore the captives were shipped outside, and they did not aid African communities in producing the labor of any kind. Looking at the relationships that existed between GDP per capita today. Therefore, the slave trade had advance impacts of economic performance in African countries as the legacy of the slave trade undertook their operations through increased an increased ethnic diversity and little political structures (Nunn, 2008). Slavery revolt, therefore although it freed the African economies from poor economic performance as promoted by the slave masters, it was impossible for African countries to recover from the adverse economic impact afterward. This is because unlike before African communities had cooperated and come together for a common purpose. However, there was increased hatred especially towards the merchants who participated in the slave trade, and thus the revolt resulted in increased ethnic differences between African communities. 
Women participated in the slave trade, and although the number of women in the slave trade was not proportional to that of men, they were enslaved and used by their slaves as sexual objects and to perform household chores. Trans-Atlantic slave trade resulted into a significant demographic shock and thus making producing into unbalanced sex ratios within the African society when taking into consideration the number of men involved and those who subsequently lost their lives following the slave revolt. Although sex ratios reverted to original levels shortly after the end of the slave trade, the effects of this particular historical event with regards to the role of women could be long-lasting if cultural beliefs and the norms of the society were affected by the kind of shock. Some of the models that have been proposed aims at explaining how cultural beliefs can change and at the same time persist. According to Hazan and Moaz(2002), a woman who engages in productive activities has to live with the burden of violating the social norms, which stresses the man as the sole provider and has absolute rights of participating in productive activities. Therefore, this explains the social model as to why the Trans-Atlantic trade used men to the extent that it almost resulted in a demographic shock where men were taken captive. This, therefore, resulted in women having to act as the sole providers of their families especially after the Trans-Atlantic trade left them vulnerable. The implications here are consequently even after the revolt most of the groups where men were enslaved the women joined the labor force. This was, therefore, a transition of the societal norms which was significantly impacted by the Trans-Atlantic slave trade.
Slavery in Africa was endemic that is, institutions in Africa organized it and even leaders could sell their citizens as slaves, when the demand of slaves came from foreigners an export could be arranged. Slave trade in West Africa continued for a long period of time and had a lot of impact on social, political, cultural aspects of Africans.
Widely studies has shown that the French and British were more involved in providing exports of slaves, this was done especially in the 18th century and was possible since they were among the colonizers of some African countries.
Slave trade had great impact on both the Africans and the Europeans who were involved .firstly in Africa it affected their cultures and economy tremendously, slave trade was the cornerstone of the development of Atlantic labor market although at this time of slavery  it faced great challenges. Slavery greatly changed and had effects on the political and economic patterns of African countries.
During the slavery period there was a mass change on the culture of African communities, since there was great separation of families and even there was intermingling of the foreigners with African women there was borrowing of the European culture and people forsook some of their practices.
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